
 

4-H OBEDIENCE TRIAL SCORE BREAKDOWN 

SHOW:  

DATE:  

JUDGE:  

DOG NO.: 

BREED: 

 

EXERCISE 
MAX 

POINTS 
ZERO LESS THAN 50% 

QUALIFYING (OVER 50%) 
Substantial                                Minor 

SCORE 

HEEL ON 
LEASH 

40 

 Unmanageable 
 

 Unqualified 
heeling 

 

 Handler continually 
adapts pace to dog 

 Constant tight leash, 
or guiding 

 

 Improper hand position 

 Occasional high leash 

 Extra commands or signals 

 Forging 

 Crowding handler 

 Sniffing 

 Heeling wide about-turns 

 No sits 

 No change of pace 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 
 
 
 

FIGURE 8 40 

 Unmanageable 
 

 Unqualified 
heeling 

 

 Handler continually 
adapts pace to dog 

 Constant tight leash, 
or guiding 

 

 Improper hand position 

 Occasional high leash 

 Extra commands or signals 

 Forging 

 Crowding handler 

 Sniffing 

 Heeling wide 

 No sits 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

SIT FOR 
EXAMINATION 

40 

 Stands or does 
not stay during 
examination 

 Growls or snaps 

 Moves away before or 
during examination 

 Shows shyness or 
resentment 

 Resentment to handler posing 

 Extra command or signal 

 Moving feet 

 Moves after exam completed 

 Stands as handler returns 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

RECALL ON 
LEASH  
(NO FINISH) 

40 
 Didn’t come on 

first command or 
signal 

 Extra command or 
signal to stay after 

handler leaves 

 Moved from position 

 Anticipated recall  

 Sat out of reach 

 Extra command or signal to stay before handler 
leaves 

 Extra signals to come 

 Slow 

 Touched handler 

 No sit in front 

 

Sub Total 160   

SIT/STAY ON 
LEASH  
(45 SECONDS 
INDIVIDUAL) 

40 
 Did not remain in 

place 

 Stood or laid down 
before handler 
returns 

 Repeated whines or 
barks 

 Minor move before handler returns to heel position 

 Minor move after handler returns to heel position 

 Minor whine or bark 
 

TOTAL 200   

Less penalty for 
uncontrolled 
behavior 

-30 
 Disciplining 

 Physical correction 

 Fouling ring  

 Excessively loud commands 

 Leaving ring 

 Other*  
 

GROOMING Penalty 

 Coat (dirty, scaly skin, loose hair, matting, lack of grooming) – 13 points 

 Ears (dirty inside) – 5 points 

 Eyes (dirty) – 5 points 

 Toenails (excessively long) – 5 points 

 Parasites (presence of fleas, mites, lice, or ticks) -12 points 

Comments:  

  

 Lagging 

 Poor sits 

   

   

   

   

   

    

   

    

   

   
 

PRE-NOVICE (CIRCLE ONE:  A   OR   B) 

  

    

   

   

   

   
      

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

 Lagging 

 Poor sits 

 Fast  Slow 



4-H OBEDIENCE TRIAL SCORE BREAKDOWN 

SHOW:  

DATE:  

JUDGE:  

DOG NO.: 

BREED: 

 

EXERCISE 
 MAX 

  POINTS 
NON-QUALIFYING  
(LESS THAN 50%) 

QUALIFYING (OVER 50%) 
Substantial                                     Minor 

SCORE 

HEEL ON 
LEASH THEN 
FIGURE 8  

40 
 

40 

Heeling   Fig 8 
 
 

Unmanageable 
Unqualified heeling 
Handler continuously adapts 
pace to dog 
Constant tight leash, or 
guiding 

Heeling   Fig 8 

 No change of pace 

 Improper hand position 

 Occasional tight leash 

 Extra commands or signals 

 Forging 

 Crowding handler 

 Sniffing 

 Extra command to heel 

 Heeling wide about-turns 

 No sits 

 Handler Error 

 

 SIT FOR EXAM 40 

 Stands or lies down before or during 
examination 

 Growls or snaps 

 Moves away before or during 
examination 

 Shows shyness or resentment 

 Moving slightly before or during 

 Moves away after exam completed  

 Sits/lies as handler returns 

 Heel position 

 Extra signal or command 

 Shyness 

 Handler error 

 

SIT STAY 40 

 Did not remain in place 

 Forced into position 

 Excessive additional commands 

 Repeated whines or barks 

 Stood or laid down before handler returns 

 Stood or laid down after handler returns to heel position 

 Minor moves before handler returns 

 Minor whines or barks 

 Assisted or guided into position 

 Additional command 

 Handler error 

 

RECALL 40 

 Fails to come on second command or 
signal 

 Anticipated recall command 

 Extra command or signal to stay before 
handler leaves 

 Moved from position 

 Sat out of reach 

 Leaving handler 

 Slow response 

 No sit 

 Poor sit 

 Failure to come directly to handler 

 Failure to come at a brisk trot or gallop 

 Handler error 

 

TOTAL 200 NQ 

Less penalty for 
uncontrolled 
behavior 

-30 
 Disciplining 

 Physical correction 

 Fouling ring  

 Excessively loud commands 

 Leaving ring 

 Other*  

GROOMING Penalty 

 Coat (dirty, scaly skin, loose hair, matting, lack of grooming) – 13 points 

 Ears (dirty inside) – 5 points 

 Eyes (dirty) – 5 points 

 Toenails (excessively long) – 5 points 

 Parasites (presence of fleas, mites, lice, or ticks) -12 points 

Comments: 

  

BEGINNER NOVICE (CIRCLE ONE:  A   OR   B) 

   

   

   

   

   

    

   

   

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

    

   

   

   

   

   

    

   

   

   

   

    

   

     

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

  

   

   

   
  

   
  

  

   

   

   
  

   
  
  

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

  



4-H OBEDIENCE TRIAL SCORE BREAKDOWN 

SHOW:  

DATE:  

JUDGE:  

DOG NO.: 

BREED: 

 

EXERCISE 
 MAX 

  POINTS 
NON-QUALIFYING  
(LESS THAN 50%) 

QUALIFYING (OVER 50%) 
Substantial                                     Minor 

SCORE 

HEEL ON 
LEASH AND 
FIGURE 8  

40 

Heeling   Fig 8 
 

Unmanageable 
Unqualified heeling 
Handler continuously adapts 
pace to dog 
Constant tight leash, or 
guiding 

Heeling   Fig 8 

 Extra commands or signals 

 Forging 

 Crowding handler 

 Sniffing 

 Heeling wide about-turns 

 No sits 

 No change of pace 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

STAND FOR 
EXAMINATION 
OFF LEASH 

30 

 Stands or lies down before or during 
examination 

 Growls or snaps 

 Moves away before or during 
examination 

 Shows shyness or resentment 

 Resistance to handler posing 

 Extra command or signal 

 Moving feet 

 Moves away after exam completed 

 Sits as handler returns 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

HEEL OFF 
LEASH 

40 

 Unmanageable 

 Unqualified heeling 

 Handler continually adapts pace to dog 

 Leaving handler 

 Improper hand position 

 Dog interferes with handler 

 Extra commands or signals 

 Forging 

 Sniffing 

 Heeling wide about-turns 

 No sits 

 No change of pace 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

RECALL 30 

 Fails to come on first command or signal 

 Anticipated recall command 

 Extra command or signal to stay after 
handler leaves 

 Moved from position 

 Sat out of reach 

 Extra command or signal to stay before handler leaves 

 Slow 

 Extra signals to come 

 Extra commands or signals to finish 

 No sits 

 Poor sit 

 No finish 

 Arms not at side 

 

SIT STAY GET 
YOUR LEASH 

30 

 Did not remain in place 

 Forced into position 

 Repeated whines or barks 

 Handler error 

 Stood or laid down before handler returns 

 Stood or laid down after handler returns to heel position 

 Minor moves before handler returns 

 Minor whine or bark 

 Assisted or guided into position 

 

Sub Total 170 NQ 

LONG SIT 
(1 MINUTE) 

30 

 Moving a substantial distance 

 Disturbed other dog 

 Stood or laid down before handler returns 

 Repeated whines or barks 

 Forced into position 

 Assisted or guided into position 

 Minor move before handler returns to heel position 

 Minor move after handler returns to heel position 

 Minor bark or whine  

 

LONG DOWN 
(1 MINUTE) 

 Moving a substantial distance 

 Disturbed other dog 

 Stood or sat down before handler returns 

 Repeated whines or barks 

 Forced into position 

 Assisted or guided into position 

 Minor move before handler returns to heel position 

 Minor move after handler returns to heel position 

 Minor bark or whine 

 

TOTAL 200  

Less penalty for 
uncontrolled 
behavior 

-30 
 Disciplining 

 Physical correction 

 Fouling ring  

 Excessively loud commands 

 Leaving ring 

 Other*  

GROOMING Penalty 

 Coat (dirty, scaly skin, loose hair, matting, lack of grooming) – 13 points 

 Ears (dirty inside) – 5 points 

 Eyes (dirty) – 5 points 

 Toenails (excessively long) – 5 points 

 Parasites (presence of fleas, mites, lice, or ticks) -12 points 

 QUALIFYING SCORE:                   
NQ= Release from group exercise 
Are you returning for the group exercise?    Yes: ______________    No: ______________ 

Comments: 

NOVICE (CIRCLE ONE:  A   OR   B) 

 Lagging 

 Poor sits 
 Fast  Slow 

   

   

   

   

   

    

   

  

   

   

   

   

    

   

   

    

   

   

   

   

    

     

 Crowding 

 Poor sits 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
     

   

   

   

   

    

   

  

   

   

   
  

   
  
  

   

   

   
  

   
  
  

 Fast  Slow 

 Lagging 

 Touched Handler 

 Sat between feet 

 Poor Finish 

   

   

   

   
  
  

   

   

   

   
  
     

   

   

   
  
  



4-H OBEDIENCE TRIAL SCORE BREAKDOWN 

SHOW:  

DATE:  

JUDGE:  

DOG NO.: 

BREED: 

 

EXERCISE 
MAX 

POINTS 
ZERO LESS THAN 50% 

QUALIFYING (OVER 50%) 
Substantial                            Minor 

SCORE 

HEEL FREE 
AND FIGURE 8 
OFF LEASH 

40 

 Unmanageable 
 

 Unqualified 
heeling 

 

 Handler continually 
adapts pace to dog 

 
 

Heeling   Fig 8 

 Improper hand position 

 Extra commands or signals 

 Forging 

 Crowding handler 

 Sniffing 

 Heeling wide about-turns 

 No sits 

 No change of pace 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

DROP ON 
RECALL 

40 

 Didn’t come on 
first command or 
signal 

 Didn’t drop on 
first command or 
signal 

 Extra command or 
signal to stay after 
handler leaves 

 Doesn’t wait for recall 

 Anticipated drop 

 Anticipated come 
after drop 

 Sat out of reach 

 Extra command or signal to stay before handler 
leaves 

 Slow drop 

 Slow 

 Extra command or signal to finish 

 Touched handler 

 No sit in front  

 No finish  

 Extra signal to come 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 Arms not at side 

 

DUMBBELL 
RECALL ON 
THE FLAT 

30 

 Fails to go out on 
first command or 
signal 

 Fails to stay 

 Failes to bring 
dumbbell 

 Drops dumbbell 

 Slow 

 Mouthing or playing 

 Touching handler 

 Poor delivery 

 No sit in front 

 No finish 

 Arms not at side 

 

DUMBBELL 
RECALL OVER 
HIGH JUMP 

30 

 Didn’t come on first 
command or signal 

 Didn’t go over jump 

 Didn’t carry 
dumbbell 

 Doesn’t clear jump 

 Does not wait for 
command 

 Sat out of reach 

 Mouthing or playing 

 Touching handler 

 Sat between feet 

 No sit 

 Arms not at side 

 

RECALL OVER 
BROAD JUMP 

30 

 Didn’t come on first 
command or signal 

 Didn’t go over jump 

 Walks over jump 

 Doesn’t clear jump 

 Does not wait for 
command 

 Sat out of reach 

 Touching handler 

 Sat between feet 

 No sit 

 Arms not at side 

 

Sub Total 170   

STAND – STAY 
GET YOUR 
LEASH 

30 

 Fails to stand on 
first 
command/signal 

 Moves substantial 
distance from 
where left 

 Sits or lies down 
before handler 
returns 

 Repeatedly barks or 
whines 

 Sits/lies down after handler returns before exercise 
finished 

 Dog moves short distance from where left 

 Feet move repeatedly while remaining in place  

 

TOTAL 200   

Less penalty for 
uncontrolled 
behavior 

-30 
 Disciplining 

 Physical correction 

 Fouling ring  

 Excessively loud commands 

 Leaving ring 

 Other*  
 

GROOMING Penalty 

 Coat (dirty, scaly skin, loose hair, matting, lack of grooming) – 13 points 

 Ears (dirty inside) – 5 points 

 Eyes (dirty) – 5 points 

 Toenails (excessively long) – 5 points 

 Parasites (presence of fleas, mites, lice, or ticks) -12 points 

 

Comments:  

 Lagging 

 Poor sits 

 Fast  Slow 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
  

  

   

   

   

   

    

   

    
  

  

 Sits between feet 

GRADUATE NOVICE (CIRCLE ONE:  A   OR   B) 

  
  

   

   

   

   

    

   

   

   

   

     Going  Returning 

 Handler error 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 

 Poor finish 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 

 Poor sit 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
     

   

   

   

   
  
  

   

   

   
  
  
  

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 



4-H OBEDIENCE TRIAL SCORE BREAKDOWN 

SHOW:  

DATE:  

JUDGE:  

DOG NO.: 

BREED: 

 

EXERCISE 
MAX 

POINTS 
ZERO LESS THAN 50% 

QUALIFYING (OVER 50%) 
Substantial                            Minor 

SCORE 

HEEL FREE 
AND FIGURE 8 
OFF LEASH 

40 

 Unmanageable 
 

 Unqualified 
heeling 

 

 Handler continually 
adapts pace to dog 

 
 

Heeling   Fig 8 

 Improper hand position 

 Extra commands or signals 

 Forging 

 Crowding handler 

 Sniffing 

 Heeling wide about-turns 

 No sits 

 No change of pace 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

MOVING 
STAND FOR 
EXAMINATION 
OFF LEASH 

30 

 Sits before or 
during 
examination 

 Growls or Snaps 

 Moves away before or 
during examination 

 Shows shyness or 
resentment 

 Resentment to handler posing 

 Extra command or signal 

 Moving feet 

 Moves after exam completed 

 Sits as handler returns 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

 

DROP ON 
RECALL 

40 

 Didn’t come on 
first command or 
signal 

 Didn’t drop on 
first command or 
signal 

 Extra command or 
signal to stay after 
handler leaves 

 Doesn’t wait for recall 

 Anticipated drop 

 Anticipated come 
after drop 

 Sat out of reach 

 Extra command or signal to stay before handler 
leaves 

 Slow drop 

 Slow 

 Extra command or signal to finish 

 Touched handler 

 No sit in front  

 No finish  

 Extra signal to come 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 Arms not at side 

 

RETRIEVE ON 
FLAT 

30 

 Fails to go out on 
first command or 
signal 

 Fails to retrieve 

 Goes before 
command or signal 

 Extra command or 
signal 

 Sat out of reach 

 Slow 

 Mouthing or playing 

 Dropping dumbbell 

 Touching handler 

 Poor Delivery 

 No sit in front 

 No finish 

 

RECALL OVER 
BROAD JUMP 

30 

 Didn’t come on 
first command or 
signal 

 Didn’t go over 
jump 

 Walks over jump 

 Doesn’t clear jump 

 Does not wait for 
command 

 Sat out of reach 

 Touching handler 

 Sat between feet 

 No sit 

 Arms not at side 

 

Sub Total 170   

STAND – STAY 
GET YOUR 
LEASH 

30 

 Fails to stand on 
first 
command/signal 

 Moves substantial 
distance from 
where left 

 Sits or lies down 
before handler 
returns 

 Repeatedly barks or 
whines 

 Sits/lies down after handler returns before exercise 
finished 

 Dog moves short distance from where left 

 Feet move repeatedly while remaining in place  

 

TOTAL 200   

Less penalty for 
uncontrolled 
behavior 

-30 
 Disciplining 

 Physical correction 

 Fouling ring  

 Excessively loud commands 

 Leaving ring 

 Other*  
 

GROOMING Penalty 

 Coat (dirty, scaly skin, loose hair, matting, lack of grooming) – 13 points 

 Ears (dirty inside) – 5 points 

 Eyes (dirty) – 5 points 

 Toenails (excessively long) – 5 points 

 Parasites (presence of fleas, mites, lice, or ticks) -12 points 

 

Comments:  

 Lagging 

 Poor sits 

 Fast  Slow 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
  

  

   

   

   

   

    

   

  
  

  

   

   

   

   

   

    

 Sits between feet 

ADVANCED GRADUATE NOVICE (CIRCLE ONE:  A   OR   B) 

  
  

   

   

   

    

   

   

   

   

    

 Going  Returning 

 Handler error 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 

  

   

   

   

   

   

   
  

 Poor finish 

 Poor sit 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 



4-H OBEDIENCE TRIAL SCORE BREAKDOWN 

SHOW:  

DATE:  

JUDGE:  

DOG NO.: 

BREED: 

 

EXERCISE 
MAX 

POINTS 
ZERO LESS THAN 50% 

QUALIFYING (OVER 50%) 
Substantial                            Minor 

SCORE 

HEEL FREE AND 
FIGURE 8 OFF 
LEASH 

40 

 Unmanageable 
 

 Unqualified 
heeling 

 

 Handler continually 
adapts pace to dog 

 

Heeling   Fig 8 

 Improper hand position 

 Extra commands or signals 

 Forging 

 Crowding handler 

 Sniffing 

 Heeling wide about-turns 

 No sits 

 No change of pace 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

DROP ON 
RECALL 

30 

 Didn’t come on 
first command or 
signal 

 Didn’t drop on 
first command or 
signal 

 Extra command or 
signal to stay after 
handler leaves 

 Doesn’t wait for recall 

 Anticipated drop 

 Anticipated come 
after drop 

 Sat out of reach 

 Extra command or signal to stay before handler 
leaves 

 Slow drop 

 Slow 

 Extra command or signal to finish 

 Touched handler 

 No sit in front  

 No finish  

 Extra signal to come 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 Arms not at side 

 

COMMAND 
DISCRIMINATION 
STAND/DOWN/SIT 

30 

 Fails to obey first 
command or 
signal 

 Did not stay until 
handler returns to 
heel position  

 Changes position 
after handler returns 
and before exercise 
finish 

 Handler hands/arms not in natural position 

 Dog moves forward 

 

RETRIEVE ON 
FLAT 

20 

 Fails to go out on 
first command or 
signal 

 Fails to retrieve 

 Goes before 
command or signal 

 Extra command or 
signal 

 Sat out of reach 

 Slow 

 Mouthing or playing 

 Dropping dumbbell 

 Touching handler 

 Poor Delivery 

 No sit in front 

 No finish 

 

RECALL OVER 
HIGH JUMP (Dogs 
height at withers) 

30 

 Fails to go out on 
first command or 
signal 

 Fails to retrieve 

 Goes before 
command or signal 

 Extra command or 
signal 

 Sat out of reach 

 Slow 

 Mouthing or playing 

 Dropping dumbbell 

 Touching handler 

 Poor Delivery 

 No sit in front 

 No finish 

 

BROAD JUMP (2x 
dog height at 
withers) 

20 

 Fails to go out on 
first command or 
signal 

 Walks over jump 

 Does not clear jump 

 Does not wait for 
command 

 Sat out of reach 

 Minor jump touch 

 Touching handler 

 Sat between feet 

 No sit in front 

 No finish 

 Arms not at side 

 

Sub Total 170   

STAND – STAY 
GET YOUR 
LEASH 

30 

 Fails to stand on 
first 
command/signal 

 Moves substantial 
distance from 
where left 

 Sits or lies down 
before handler 
returns 

 Repeatedly barks or 
whines 

 Sits/lies down after handler returns before 
exercise finished 

 Dog moves short distance from where left 

 Feet move repeatedly while remaining in place  

 

TOTAL 200   

Less penalty for 
uncontrolled 
behavior 

-30 
 Disciplining 

 Physical correction 

 Fouling ring  

 Excessively loud commands 

 Leaving ring 

 Other*  
 

GROOMING Penalty 

 Coat (dirty, scaly skin, loose hair, matting, lack of grooming) – 13 points 

 Ears (dirty inside) – 5 points 

 Eyes (dirty) – 5 points 

 Toenails (excessively long) – 5 points 

 Parasites (presence of fleas, mites, lice, or ticks) -12 points 

 

Comments:  

 Lagging 

 Poor sits 

 Fast  Slow 

   

   

   

   

   

   

    
  

  

   

   

   

   

    

   

    
  

  

 Sits between feet 

OPEN CLASS (CIRCLE ONE:  A   OR   B) 

  
  

   

   

   

    

   

   

   

   

    

   

   
 

 Going  Returning 

 Sat between feet 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
  

 Poor finish 

 Poor sit 

 Going  Returning 

 Sat between feet 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
  

 Poor return 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
  



4-H OBEDIENCE TRIAL SCORE BREAKDOWN 

SHOW:  

DATE:  

JUDGE:  

DOG NO.: 

BREED: 

 

EXERCISE 
MAX 

POINTS 
ZERO LESS THAN 50% 

QUALIFYING (OVER 50%) 
Substantial                            Minor 

SCORE 

SIGNAL 
EXERCISE 

40 

 Unmanageable 
 

 Unqualified 
heeling 

 Any audible command 

 Handler adapting self 
to dog pace 

Failure on first command 
to: 

 Stand 

 Stay 

 Drop 

 Sit 

 Come 

 Anticipated 

 Sat out of Reach 
 

 Forging 

 Sniffing 

 No change of pace 

 Heeling wide about-turns 

 Extra signals to heel  
Slow response to:  

 Stand 

 No sit in front 

 No finish 

 Sat between feet 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

DIRECTED 
RETRIEVE 

40 

Does not:  

 Go out on 
command 

 Goes directly to 
glove 

 Fails to retrieve 

 Anticipated 

 Sat out of reach 

 Touching dog sending 

 Excessive signals 

 Slow response to command 

 Mouthing 

 Dropping article 

 Poor delivery 

 No sit in front 

 No finish 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

RETRIEVE ON 
FLAT 

30 

 Fails to go out on 
first command or 
signal 

 Fails to retrieve 

 Goes before command 
or signal 

 Extra command or 
signal 

 Sat out of reach 

 Slow 

 Mouthing or playing 

 Handler error 

 Dropping dumbbell 

 Crowding handler 

 No sit in front 

 No finish 

 

RETRIEVE OVER 
HIGH JUMP  
(Dogs height at 
withers) 

30 

 Fails to go out on 
first command or 
signal 

 Fails to jump 
going and 
returning 

 Fails to retrieve 

 Goes before command 
or signal 

 Jumps only in one 
direction 

 Extra command or 
signal 

 Climbing jump 

 Sat out of reach 

 Slow 

 Mouthing or playing 

 Dropping dumbbell 

 Poor delivery 

 Touching jump 

 No sit in front 

 No finish 

 

BROAD JUMP  
(2x dogs height at 
withers) 

20 

 Refuses to jump 
on first command 
or signal 

 Walks over any 
part 

 Doesn’t clear jump 

 Does not wait for 
command 

 Sat out of reach 

 Minor jump touch 

 Touching handler 

 Sat between feet 

 No sit in front 

 Arms not at side 

 No finish 

 

Sub Total 160   

STAND – STAY 
GET YOUR 
LEASH 

40 

 Fails to stand on 
first 
command/signal 

 Moves 
substantial 
distance from 
where left 

 Sits or lies down 
before handler returns 

 Repeatedly barks or 
whines 

 Sits/lies down after handler returns before 
exercise finished 

 Dog moves short distance from where left 

 Feet move repeatedly while remaining in place  

 

TOTAL 200   

Less penalty for 
uncontrolled 
behavior 

-30 
 Disciplining 

 Physical correction 

 Fouling ring  

 Excessively loud commands 

 Leaving ring 

 Other*  
 

GROOMING Penalty 

 Coat (dirty, scaly skin, loose hair, matting, lack of grooming) – 13 points 

 Ears (dirty inside) – 5 points 

 Eyes (dirty) – 5 points 

 Toenails (excessively long) – 5 points 

 Parasites (presence of fleas, mites, lice, or ticks) -12 points 

 

Comments:  

PRE-UTILITY (CIRCLE ONE:  A   OR   B) 

 Poor return 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 

   

   

   
  

  

 Playing 

 Touching handler 

 Sat between feet 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 

  

  

   
  
   
  
  
  

   

 Crowding handler   
  
  

   
   

   
   
  
 

   

  

 Lagging 

 Down  Sit  Come 
 Touching Handler 

 Poor finish 

 Fast  Slow 

 Sit 

 Going  Returning 

 Touching handler 

 Sat between feet 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 

  

   

   
  
  
  
  

  

 Going  Returning   
  
  
  

   
  
  

  



4-H OBEDIENCE TRIAL SCORE BREAKDOWN 

SHOW:  

DATE:  

JUDGE:  

DOG NO.: 

BREED: 

 

EXERCISE 
MAX 

POINTS 
ZERO LESS THAN 50% 

QUALIFYING (OVER 50%) 
Substantial                            Minor 

SCORE 

SIGNAL 
EXERCISE 

40 
 Unmanageable 

 

 Unqualified heeling 

 Any audible 
command 

 Handler adapting 
self to dog pace 

Failure on first 
command to: 

 Stand 

 Stay 

 Drop 

 Sit 

 Come 

 Anticipated 

 Sat out of Reach 
 

 Forging 

 Sniffing 

 No change of pace 

 Heeling wide about-turns 

 Extra signals to heel 
Slow response to:  

 Stand 

 No sit in front 

 No finish 

 Sat between feet 

 Lack of natural smoothness 
 

 

 

SCENT 
DISCRIMINATION 

Article 1 
25 
 

Article 2 
25 

Handlers 
Choice 

 
                       #1    #2 
 
No go on 1st 
 
No retrieve 
 
Wrong Article 

 Anticipated 

 Double command 

 Sat out of reach 

 Article #1 

 Article #2 

#1   #2 

 Handler roughness 

 Sat after turn 

 Doesn’t work continuously 

 Drop article on return 

 Pickup then drop wrong article 

 Mouthing 

 Slow response 

 No sit in front 

 No Finish 

 Handler Error 

 

DIRECTED 
RETRIEVE 

40 

Does not:  

 Go out on command 

 Retrieve correct 
article 
 

 Goes directly to 
glove 

 Fails to retrieve 

 Anticipated 

 Sat out of reach 

 Touching dog sending 

 Excessive signals 

 Slow response to command 

 Mouthing 

 Dropping article 

 Poor delivery 

 No sit in front 

 No finish 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

MOVING STAND 
FOR 
EXAMINATION 

30 

Failure to:  

 Heel 

 Stand and stay 

 Accept examination 

 Return to handler 

 Sat out of reach 

 Displays fear or 
resentment 

 Lying down 

 Growling or 
snapping 

 Repeated whining 
or barking 

 Forging 

 Moves slightly on stand 

 Handler hesitates or pauses 

 Fails to return swiftly 

 Slow response 

 Return to heel position 

 Sat between feet 

 Handler error 

 

DIRECTED 
JUMPING 
(Dog’s height at 
withers) 

40 

HIGH JUMP 
Does not: 

 Leave on order 

 Go substantially in 
right direction 

 Stop on command 

 Jump as directed 

 Climbing jump 

 Anticipated 
command 

BAR JUMP 
Does not: 

 Leave on order 

 Go substantially in 
right direction 

 Stop on command 

 Jump as directed 

 Climbing jump 
Anticipated 
command 

 Holding signals 

 Slow response to directions 

 Slightly off direction 

 Does not sit on command 

 Not back far enough 

 No sit in front 

 Anticipated 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

TOTAL 200   

Less penalty for 
uncontrolled 
behavior 

-30 
 Disciplining 

 Physical correction 

 Fouling ring  

 Excessively loud commands 

 Leaving ring 

 Other*  
 

Comments:  

 

 Crowding handler    

   

   

   

    

   

    

   

   

   

  

 Lagging 

 Down  Sit  Come 
 Touching Handler 

 Poor finish 

UTILITY (CIRCLE ONE:  A   OR   B) 

  

  

   

   

    

   

   

   

   

    

 Lagging    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
  

   
  

   
  

   

   
  

   
  

    
  

 Touching handler 

 Sat between feet 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 

  

  

   

   

    

   

   

   

   

    

 Playing 

 Touching handler 

 Sat between feet 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 

  

  

   

   

    

   

   

   

   

 Wide 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 

 Poor finish 

 Touched handler 

 Sat between feet 

 Poor Sit 

 Turn  Stop  Sit 



4-H OBEDIENCE TRIAL SCORE BREAKDOWN 

SHOW:  

DATE:  

JUDGE:  

DOG NO.: 

BREED: 

 

EXERCISE 
MAX 

POINTS 
ZERO LESS THAN 50% 

QUALIFYING (OVER 50%) 
Substantial                            Minor 

SCORE 

HEEL ON 
LEASH AND 
FIGURE 8 

80 

 Unmanageable 
 

 Unqualified 
heeling 

 

 Handler continually 
adapts pace to dog 

 Constant tight leash 
or guiding 

 

Heeling   Fig 8 

 Improper hand position 

 Occasional high leash 

 Extra commands or signals 

 Forging 

 Crowding handler 

 Sniffing 

 Heeling wide about-turns 

 No sits 

 No change of pace 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

STAND FOR 
EXAMINATION 
OFF LEAD 

60 

 Sits before or 
during 
examination 

 Growls or snaps 

 Moves away before or 
during examination 

 Shows shyness or 
resentment 

 Resentment to handler posing 

 Extra command or signal 

 Moving feet 

 Moves after exam completed 

 Sits as handler returns 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

HEEL OFF 
LEASH 

80 
 Unmanageable 

 Unqualified 
heeling 

 Handler continually 
adapts pace to dog 

 Leaving handler 

 Improper hand position 

 Extra commands or signals 

 Forging 

 Crowding handler 

 Sniffing 

 Heeling wide about-turns 

 No sits 

 No change of pace 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

RECALL 60 
 Didn’t come on first 

command or signal 

 Extra command or 
signal to stay before 
handler leaves 

 Moved from position 

 Anticipated recall 
command 

 Sat out of reach 

 Slow 

 Touching handler 

 No sit in front 

 No finish 

 

Sub Total 280   

UNIT SCORE 100 
 Single dog not 

working 

 Dog not working with 
team 

 Dog unmanageable 

 Improper turns 

 Improper pattern 

 Improper alignment 

 

LONG SIT  
(1 MINUTE)  
ON LEASH 

60 

 Did not remain in 
place 

 Disturbed other 
dog 

 Stood or laid down 
before handler 
returns 

 Repeated whines or 
barks 

 Minor move before handler returns to heel position 

 Minor move after handler returns to heel position 

 Minor whine or bark 

 

LONG DOWN  
(1 MINUTE)  
ON LEASH 

60 

 Did not remain in 
place 

 Disturbed other 
dog 

 Stood or sat before 
handler returns 

 Repeated whines or 
barks 

 Minor move before handler returns to heel position 

 Minor move after handler returns to heel position 

 Minor whine or bark 

 

TOTAL 500   

Less penalty for 
uncontrolled 
behavior 

-30 
 Disciplining 

 Physical correction 

 Fouling ring  

 Excessively loud commands 

 Leaving ring 

 Other*  
 

Comments:  

 

 

  

 Lagging 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
  

 Poor sits 

 Fast  Slow 

 Going  Returning    

   

   

     

   

   

   
    

   

   

   
    

 Lagging 

 Poor sits 

 Fast  Slow 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

    

   

    

   

   

  

BRACE CLASS 

   

   

   

   

    

    

   

   

   
    



4-H OBEDIENCE TRIAL SCORE BREAKDOWN 

SHOW:  

DATE:  

JUDGE:  

DOG NO.: 

BREED: 

 

EXERCISE 
MAX 

POINTS 
ZERO LESS THAN 50% 

QUALIFYING (OVER 50%) 
Substantial                            Minor 

SCORE 

HEEL ON 
LEASH AND 
FIGURE 8 

160 

 Unmanageable 
 

 Unqualified 
heeling 

 

 Handler continually 
adapts pace to dog 

 Constant tight leash 
or guiding 

 

Heeling   Fig 8 

 Improper hand position 

 Occasional high leash 

 Extra commands or signals 

 Forging 

 Crowding handler 

 Sniffing 

 Heeling wide about-turns 

 No sits 

 No change of pace 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

STAND FOR 
EXAMINATION 
OFF LEAD 

120 

 Sits before or 
during 
examination 

 Growls or snaps 

 Moves away before or 
during examination 

 Shows shyness or 
resentment 

 Resentment to handler posing 

 Extra command or signal 

 Moving feet 

 Moves after exam completed 

 Sits as handler returns 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

HEEL OFF 
LEASH 

160 
 Unmanageable 

 Unqualified 
heeling 

 Handler continually 
adapts pace to dog 

 Leaving handler 

 Improper hand position 

 Extra commands or signals 

 Forging 

 Crowding handler 

 Sniffing 

 Heeling wide about-turns 

 No sits 

 No change of pace 

 Lack of natural smoothness 

 

RECALL 120 
 Didn’t come on first 

command or signal 

 Extra command or 
signal to stay after 
handler leaves 

 Moved from position 

 Anticipated recall 
command 

 Sat out of reach 

 Extra command or signal to stay before handler 
leaves 

 Extra signals to come 

 Slow 

 Extra command or signal to finish 

 No sit in front 

 No finish 

 Arms not at side 

 

Sub Total 560   

UNIT SCORE 200 
 Less than full 

team 

 Dog not working with 
team 

 Dog unmanageable 

 Improper turns 

 Improper pattern 

 Improper alignment 

 

LONG SIT  
(1 MINUTE)  

120 

 Did not remain in 
place 

 Disturbed other 
dog 

 Stood or laid down 
before handler 
returns 

 Repeated whines or 
barks 

 Minor move before handler returns to heel position 

 Minor move after handler returns to heel position 

 Minor whine or bark 

 

LONG DOWN  
(1 MINUTE)  

120 

 Did not remain in 
place 

 Disturbed other 
dog 

 Stood or sat before 
handler returns 

 Repeated whines or 
barks 

 Minor move before handler returns to heel position 

 Minor move after handler returns to heel position 

 Minor whine or bark 

 

TOTAL 1000   

Less penalty for 
uncontrolled 
behavior 

-30 
 Disciplining 

 Physical correction 

 Fouling ring  

 Excessively loud commands 

 Leaving ring 

 Other*  
 

Comments:  

 

  

 Touched handler 

 Lagging 

 Poor sits 

 Fast  Slow 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

   

   

   

   

    

   

    

   

   

  

TEAM CLASS 

   

   

   

   

    

    

 Lagging 

 Poor sit 

 Poor finish 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
  

 Poor sits 

 Fast  Slow 

   
  

   

   

   

   

   

     

   

   

   
    

   

   

   
    

   

   

   
    



GROUP EXERCISE 
TWO PART – 30 POINTS TOTAL 

IF TEAM NQ’S ON THE FIRST PART – RELEASE FROM THE SECOND PART 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Catalog #       

Breed 

      

SIT       

DOWN       

Between EX. 
Misc.  

      

TOTAL       

 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Catalog #       

Breed 

      

SIT       

DOWN       

Between EX. 
Misc.  

      

TOTAL       

 

Non-Qualifying Qualifying 

• Forced into position 

• Repeatedly barking or whining 

• Moving a substantial distance from where 
left 

• Not remaining in the required position 
until handler returned. Ex. Stood – 
Downed.  

• RELEASED - EXCUSED 

• Assisted or guided into position 

• Minor whine or bark 

• Tight leash 

• Moves a short distance from where left 

• Minor move before handler returns 

• Changes position after handler returns to 
heel position. Sat – Stood – Downed.  

 


